
1

THE GREAT VIGIL OF EASTER
church of saint francis of assisi

holy saturday • april 11, 2020



2

THE SERVICE OF LIGHT

e Great Vigil
In accord with ancient tradition, this night is a vigil 
for the Lord, and, as the memorial of the holy night 
of Christ’s resurrection, the Vigil celebrated is ‘the 
mother of all holy vigils.’ The Church this night 
awaits the Lord’s resurrection and celebrates it with 
the sacraments of Christian initiation.

– from the Ceremonial of Bishops

The Prayer over the Fire and Lighting of the Paschal Candle

After the Paschal Candle is lit, the celebrant proclaims in a loud voice:

	 Jesus Christ,
	 yesterday and today,
	 you are the Beginning and the End,
	 Alpha and Omega.
	 All times and all ages belong to you.
	 To you be glory and power
	 through every Age, 
	 forever and ever!

All respond in a loud voice:  AMEN!
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The Easter Proclamation	 Exsultet
Liam Lawton

© 2001, GIA Publications, Inc. Reprinted under OneLicense.net A-700527.

Refrain:

	 Cantor:

	 Now to the throne of God in exultation, 
	 High heaven’s hosts, your proud hosannas sing! 
	 Sound in the height the trumpet of salvation, 
	 Waking the day to greet its Lord and King!

	 Now let the earth be filled with songs of gladness!
	 Christ is our Dawn, and banished is our night!
	 Now let all tongues acclaim the King of ages, 
	 Rising as Lord everlasting life!

	 Sing in your joy, O holy Church, our Mother:
	 Darkest of nights becomes your day of days!
	 Now, in the dawn of never ending glory,
	 Bring to your Lord the homage of your praise!

	 Bless with your love this feast of light, O Father!
	 Shine on the world, O world’s true light, God’s Son!
	 Touch with your fire, O God the Holy Spirit,
	 Tongues to proclaim the triumph Christ has won!
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LITURGY OF THE WORD

Reading One	 Genesis 1: 1—2: 2

God looked at everything he had made, and he found it very good.

Acclamation (Sung throughout the reading)	 Rory Cooney

Music © 1999, GIA Publications, Inc. All rights reserved. Reprinted under OneLicense.net A-700527.

Psalm 135	 Mike Balhoff, Gary Daigle & Darryl Ducote

© 1978, Damean Music. Distributed by GIA Publications, Inc. All rights reserved. Reprinted under OneLicense.net A-700527.

Reading Two	 Exodus 14: 15—15: 1

The Israelites marched on dry land through the midst of the sea.
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Response to the Reading	 Exodus 15: Song of Miriam	
John Flaherty

© 2002, GIA Publications, Inc. All rights reserved. Reprinted under OneLicense.net A-700527.

Reading Three	 Baruch 3: 9-15, 32—4: 4

Walk toward the splendor of the Lord.

Response to the Reading	 Exodus 15: Song of Miriam	

The law of the Lord is perfect, refreshing the soul;
The decree of the Lord is trustworthy, giving wisdom to the simple.

The precepts of the Lord are right, rejoicing the heart;
The command of the Lord is clear, enlightening the eye.

The fear of the Lord is pure, enduring forever;
The ordinances of the Lord are true, all of them just.

They are more precious than gold, than a heap of purest gold;
Sweeter also than syrup or honey from the comb.

© 1994, 1998, GIA Publications, Inc. All rights reserved. Reprinted under OneLicense.net A-700527.
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Glory to God	 Mass of St. Ann
Ed Bolduc

© 2011, World Library Publications, Inc. Reprinted under OneLicense.net A-700527.

Gospel	 Matthew 28: 1-10

He has been raised from the dead and is going before you to Galilee.

Epistle	 Romans 6: 3-11

Christ, raised from the dead, dies no more.

Gospel Acclamation	 Festival Alleluia
James Chepponis

© 1999 MorningStar Music Publishers, Inc. Reprinted under OneLicense.net A-700527.

Homily	 Fr. Andrew Reitz, O.F.M.
Pastor
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The Blessing of Water

Renewal of Baptismal Promises

To each question of faith, please respond “I DO.”

Sprinkling Rite	 Song Over the Waters
Marty Haugen

© 1987, GIA Publications, Inc. All rights reserved. Reprinted under OneLicense.net A-700527.

The Universal Prayer	 Michael Hay

© 1994, World Library Publications. Reprinted under OneLicense.net A-700527.
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LITURGY OF THE EUCHARIST
Song for the Preparation of the Gifts	 The Risen Christ

Sarah Hart, Meredith Andrews & Jacob Sooter

Oh, the splendor of creation, God’s oven hand and love’s design.
We below in adoration see the gifts of the divine;
Mountains high and rushing waters, all the beauty of the skies.
Yet more beautiful the glory of the risen Christ.

Oh, the mystery of Calv’ry: love laid bare upon the cross,
Broken heart and wounds wide open, mercy’s way for all of us.
Nail and thorn could hold no power over sinless sacrifice,
Hope amid the darkest hour of the risen Christ.

Oh, the wonder of the our Savior: stone rolled back with radiant light,
Death destroyed by this redemption, by the one who gave us life.
Now is heaven breaking open; sinner, sing and saint, arise
Into this eternal welcome of the risen Christ.

© 2015 Capitol CMG Publishing. Reprinted under OneLicense.net A-700527.
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Holy, Holy, Holy	 Mass of Creation
Marty Haugen

© 1984, 1985, 2010, GIA Publications, Inc. All rights reserved. Reprinted under OneLicense.net A-700527.

Memorial Acclamation	 Mass of Creation

© 1984, 1985, 2010, GIA Publications, Inc. All rights reserved. Reprinted under OneLicense.net A-700527.

X
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Great Amen	 Mass of Creation

© 1984, 1985, 2010, GIA Publications, Inc. All rights reserved. Reprinted under OneLicense.net A-700527.

© 2011, World Library Publications. Reprinted under OneLicense.net A-700527.

Lamb of God	 Mass of Saint Ann
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Music during the Communion Rite	 From the Many, Make Us One
Gabe Huck & Tony Alonso

© 2015 by GIA Publications, Inc.. All rights reserved. Reprinted under OneLicense.net A-700527.
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Prayer after Communion

Final Blessing & Dismissal

Closing Hymn	 Jesus Christ Is Risen Today

Text: Vs. 1, Surrexit Christus hodie, Latin, 14th C.; Para. in Lyra Davidica, 1708, alt.; Vs. 2-3, The Compleat Psalmodist, 
c.1750, alt.; Vs. 4, Charles Wesley, 1707-1788
Tune: EASTER HYMN, 77 77 with alleluias, Lyra Davidica, 1708


