
            Church of  
Saint Francis of Assisi 

                            The Heart of New York 



Church of Saint Francis of Assisi 
135 West 31st Street, New York, NY 10001 
tel 212.736.8500—www.stfrancisnyc.org 
 
The Church of Saint Francis of Assisi in Midtown Manhattan  
is a parish in the Archdiocese of New York and an urban  
ministry center staffed by the Franciscan Friars of Holy  
Name Province and their partners in ministry. 
 Inspired by our faith in Jesus Christ, and rooted in the charism of St. Francis of Assisi, we actively 
WELCOME all people. 
 
We WORSHIP God through prayerful and inspiring liturgies, the celebration of the sacraments, and the de-
votional life of the Church. We WITNESS to our faith by ministering to everyone, especially those who are 
poor, alienated or oppressed. 
 

Sacrament of Reconciliation 
 
Monday—Friday 
 7:30—8:30 AM; 11:00 AM—12:00 PM;  
 4:30—5:30 PM 
Saturday   11:30 AM—12:30 PM 
Sunday      No Confessions 
 

Devotions 
Monday 
 Devotions in Honor of St. Monica  
 after the 7:30 AM, 12:00 and 5:30 PM Masses 
Tuesday 
 Devotions in Honor of St. Anthony  
 after the 7:30 AM, 12:00 and 5:30 PM Masses 
Wednesday 
 Devotions in Honor of St. Jude 
 after the 7:30 AM, 12:00 and 5:30 PM Masses 
Thursday 
 Sacrament of  Anointing of the Sick 
 after the 12:00 and 5:30 PM Masses 
First Fridays 
 Devotion to the Sacred Heart of Jesus 
 after the 7:30 AM, 12:00 and 5:30 PM Masses 
Saturday  
 The Rosary after the 11:00 AM Mass. 
Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament 
 Monday—Friday 7:30 AM -  5:00 PM 
  in Lower Church 

Our Weekly Schedule 
 
 

Celebration of the Eucharist 
 

Saturday Evening Vigil Mass 
 
 4:00 PM 
 

Sunday Masses 
 
  8:00 AM, 
  9:15 AM (Korean), 
 11:00 AM 
 12:30 PM 
   5:00 PM    
 

Weekday Masses 
 
  7:30 am, 12:00 PM & 5:30 PM 
 

Saturday Morning Mass 
 
  11:00 AM 
 

Holidays 
 
 Consult the weekly bulletin and the posted notices 
for federal and other holidays. 

Christmas & New Year’s Schedule 

Christmas Eve Masses 
4:00pm • 5:30 pm • 8:00pm (Korean) • Midnight 
Christmas Day Masses 

8:00am • 9:15am (Korean) • 11:00am • 12:30pm 
please note there is no evening mass 

New Year’s Day Masses 
4:00pm (Vigil) • 8:00 am • 9:15am (Korean) • 
11:00am • 12:30pm • 5:00pm 



The Pastor’s Corner 
 

Dear Community and Friends of the Church of St. Francis of Assisi, 
 

May the Lord give you peace. 
 

We begin our second week of Advent. We have four full weeks of Advent this year. This gives 
us time to prepare for the celebration of Christmas. I invite you to join us for the Soup and 
Scripture experiences on the Mondays of Advent. Please register, so we will have enough soup 
for everyone. We also celebrate the season with our annual Christmas Carols with the Choir on 

December 18th at 3 PM. Please mark your calendar and plan to join us.  
 

Christmas is a time for gift-giving and receiving. We remember the gracious gift of God in the birth of Jesus. We spend 
our Advent days preparing to welcome this gift, given in ever new ways. We have the gift of Christ in one another, in the 
migrant, the homeless, and the hungry. Isaiah speaks of the gifts of the Spirit, wisdom, understanding, counsel, strength, 
knowledge, and fear of the Lord. These gifts revealed most clearly in Jesus are ours in the gift of the Spirit. Their 
purpose is to build a life-giving, compassionately just, reconciling community. We are invited to nurture the growth of 
peace in a divided world.  
 

I was in Hartford In the early days of the pandemic. During the lockdown,  I read stories to children (of all ages) on 
Wednesday nights. I found books on Kindle and used Zoom so the children could see the pictures and read along with 
me. Two books marketed for little ones but are of value to all were: The Gift of Nothing and The Invisible String. The 
Gift of Nothing tells the story of trying to find the perfect gift for a friend who has everything. The giver searches high 
and low for just the right present, only to realize that it is presence. In The Invisible String, a mother teaches her children 
that we are attached by love. No distance can be too far, or experience can separate. Love binds us together and holds us 
even beyond death. I note these stories as I consider Advent. We are blessed with the gift of God’s constant presence and 
invited to be present with one another. Our communion (both with a small and a capital c/C) is the shared gift of 
presence. The Invisible String is likewise our sharing in God’s love. This love opens our hearts to experience the grace 
of another person. With this love, we are all connected.  
 

Thank you for your presence and for the love you bring to the Church of St. Francis of Assisi. Your shared gifts are a 
great blessing for all.  
 
 
Blessed Advent,  
 
 
Fr. Tom, ofm 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Our Christmas Carols with the Choir is one of 
the most exciting annual musical events at 
the Church of St. Francis of Assisi. 

Come and sing with us.. 
Sunday • December 18 • 3:00pm 

This beautiful afternoon includes 
performances from our music ministry, 
cantors, string quartet and more. Sing along 
with the choir to some of your favorite 
Christmas Carols. 

You don’t want to miss it! 



Mass Intentions for the Week 
Saturday, December 3, 2022 
11:00  AM Carmen Morales & all deceased  
  & Frank & Amelia Bettua 
  4:00 PM Rev. Dario Betancourt (D) 
 
Sunday, December 4, 2022 
 8:00 AM Members of Franciscan Mass League 
  & Prpic Mirko (D) 
 9:15   Intentions of the Korean Community 
11:00   Prpic Mirko (D) 
12:30 PM Barbara Malona 
 5:30 PM Dominic Stankiewicz (D) 
   
Monday, December 5, 2022 
 7:30 AM Fr. Joseph A. Kelly 
12:00 PM  
 5:30 PM Rosanna Celebrado (D) 
 
Tuesday, December 6, 2022 
 7:30 AM  
12:00 PM Morgens Petersen (D) 
 5:30 PM Jestty Munoz Martinez 
 
Wednesday, December 7, 2022 
 7:30 AM Kusganon Isidor Garces Birthday  
12:00 PM  
 5:30 PM Anthony Imbornone (D) 
 
Thursday, December 8, 2022 
 7:30 AM Sal Calabro (D)  
  & Damaris Castillo (D) 
12:00 PM Carreon & Jenoso Family Thanksgiving  
  & Mary Brogan (D) 
 5:30 PM Catherine, Patrick Jr. & Sr. McManus 
  & Arthur J. White 
 
Friday, December 9, 2022 
 7:30 AM Ayala, Cuellar-Olaya & Drury Families 
12:00 PM Ciro Autuoro (D) 
 5:30 PM Josefina Magno (D)  

 
 
 

Bread & Wine for Masses this week 
have been given for the intentions of: 

 
 

Catherine B. Puangco 
 
 

If you would like to make a donation for bread and wine 
used at Masses each week, 
or for the Sanctuary Light, 

please go to the reception desk in the 
lobby of St. Francis House. 

 Ready or not, the kingdom of God is 
upon us! 
 Love is set to come to life in our world 
and change everything! So, shake loose the 
cobwebs, wipe the weary from your eyes, and 
get set to open your mind, your heart, your soul, 
and your bellies. 
 We all take our daily physical 
nourishment from the foods we eat, and we take 
our spiritual nourishment from the Word of God.  
 Join us as we combine these nourishing 
practices every Monday in Advent 
  Monday, December 5 
  Monday, December 12 
  Monday, December 19 

6:30pm in the Clare Room. 
The Soup is on!   

Join us for one, two, three or all four reflections. 
Since soup is being served, please let us know that 
you are coming….   ALL ARE WELCOME! 
Sponsored by the LGBTQ+ Ministry and 
CONVERGE @St. Francis 

Migrant Center  
The need continues as more and more 
migrant families arrive here in the City. An 
Amazon and TargetWish List and other ways 
your assistance may be offered from 
volunteering to donating can be found here, 

using this QR Code. 
 

Again, many many Thanks 
for all you are helping us 

to provide  
for these sisters and 

brothers!! 
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